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CRAIG CHASTISES CONGRESS FOR WAITING UNTIL
FORESTS ARE BURNING TO DISCUSS FIRE PREVENTION

WASHINGTON,D.C. — Idaho Senator Larry Craig today chastised Congress for waiting
until forests are burning to address forest fire prevention.

His remarks came during a hearing of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee addressing federal land management agencies’ preparation for the 2008 wildfire
season.

“This past winter in Idaho, I arranged a roundtable with forest supervisors, BLM
officials, county commissioners, state fire wardens, members of the timber and grazing
industries, conservation groups and Governor Butch Otter to discuss a better way to manage
Idaho’s fires in the future,” Craig said. “We were talking about fires when there was snow on
the ground, and yet here we are in Congress, months later, trying to solve the problem while fires
are already burning.”

Craig inserted into the official Committee hearing record a summary of what he learned
from the 2008 Fire Summit in Idaho and his concerns for the impending 2008 fire season.

Department of Agriculture Under Secretary Mark Rey testified at today’s hearing, and
Senator Craig thanked him for his efforts to find a solution to the 401 series issue, which would
require that all fire managers have a degree from a university.

“Fire management teams don’t necessarily need graduate degrees; they need experience,”
Craig said. “We need to keep our most experienced firefighters on the ground.”

Senator Craig also addressed what he says is an issue with wildfires that is not widely
discussed. “Environmentalists want to concern everyone with global warming and what they
believe is causing it; however, the issue of wildfires never comes up,” he said. “If we manage
our forests better in order to reduce the severity of the fire season, it would be the same as
removing millions of cars from our roads and highways.
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“The 2007 wildfire season burned 9.4 million acres across the U.S. — 2.2 million of which
were in my State of Idaho. The amount of carbon released into the air from those fires is about
the same as the carbon released from 12 million cars — roughly the same amount of passenger
cars on the roads in California.

“We need to bulletproof categorical exclusions because we’ve taken the authority away
from the Forest Service and allowed the courts to manage our federal lands and now our forests
are turning from green to brown,” Craig said.

Although Wednesday’s hearing was intended to discuss wildland fire management, Craig
took the opportunity to inquire about the continuity of the Secure Rural Schools and County Self
Determination Act by asking, “If the Secure Rural Schools Act is re-authorized, can the
September 30th deadline for allocating the funds and or projects be extended? Will the Office of
Management and Budget have funds left over if there is not an extension granted to give the
RAC's time to review and authorize good projects on the National Forest land?”

Under Secretary Rey replied that the Forest Service does have the flexibility to extend the
deadline.
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