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July 26, 2007

The Honorable Mike Johanns

Secretary of Agriculture, USDA

1400 Independence Ave, S.W. Stop 0101
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Johanns:

We are writing today to ask for your assistance in granting maximum flexibility to the U.S.
Forest Service in responding to the aftermath of catasttophic wildfires in Idaho.

As you know, Idaho is on fire. Over 936,000 acres in Idaho have burned, including
almost 650,000 acres in one fire — the Murphy Complex. Some Idaho ranchers have lost
almost all of their rangeland in the wildfite while many more have lost large portions of
their rangeland.

With that in mind, we need to begin working right now to explore every possible option
for allowing Idaho ranchers to find suitable ground on which they can feed their livestock.
Forest Service officials on the ground in Idaho are exploring these options right now but
we request that you put every possible resource the Department of Agriculture has
available to the effort to find suitable grazing land for displaced livestock. These options
should include emergency permit waivers to allow greater utilization of acres not
impacted by wildfire, temporary utilization of areas that are not currently available for
grazing, and any other option that might provide temporary relief for Idaho ranchers.

Further, we ask that the Department coordinate with other federal agencies, including the
Department of Interior and the Department of Homeland Security, to ensure maximum
cooperation across the federal government in working with State and local agencies and in
responding to the needs of Idaho citizens.

Finally, we ask that you keep this delegation, the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees, and House and Senate Leadership apprised of the financial needs of the
Forest Service. If financial constraints are impacting the Department’s ability to combat
fires, rebuild fencing, reseed burned acreage, ot accomplish any other necessaty objective
we want to know about it as soon as possible. We are committed to ensuring your
Department has the resources it needs to get through this fire season and its aftermath.

Mr. Secretary, the needs of Idaho ranchers will require the federal government and its
employees to think “outside the box” and utilize every imaginable emergency authority
permitted under the law to assist those impacted by wildfirte. We stand ready to assist you
in this effort and appreciate all that you, the Department of Agriculture, and its employees
are already doing to fight these fires and assist our constituents.

Thank you for your attention to our concerns.

LARRY E. CRAIG
ted States Senator United States Senator
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
Secretary of Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

& i1 s Dear Secretary Kempthorne:
éZEGAXXQ Knowing of your great affinity for the State of Idaho and its people, we are writing today to

ask for your assistance in granting maximum flexibility to the Bureau of Land Management in
responding to the aftermath of catastrophic wildfires in Idaho.

As you know, Idaho is on fire. Over 936,000 acres in Idaho have burned, including almost
Larrv E. Crai 650,000 acres in one fire — the Murphy Complex. Some Idaho ranchers have lost almost all
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United States Senator
%ggsﬁzrttiinge COfgl(c):g 11031dg. With that in mind, we need to begin working right now to explore every possible option for
gton, 1% allowing Idaho ranchers to find suitable ground on which they can feed their livestock. BLM
officials on the ground in Idaho are exploting these options right now but we request that
you put every possible resource the Department of Intetior has available to the effort to find
suitable grazing land for displaced livestock. These options should include emergency permit
waivers to allow greater utilization of acres not impacted by wildfire, temporary utilization of
allotments that are not currently available for grazing, and any other option that might
provide temporary relief for Idaho ranchers. ‘ ’

Mike Crapo
United States Senator
239 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20510 Further, we ask that the Department coordinate with other federal agencies, including the
Department of Agriculture and the Department of Homeland Security, to ensure maximum
cooperation across the federal government in working with State and local agencies and in
responding to the needs of Idaho citizens.
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objective we want to know about it as soon as possible. We are committed to ensuring your
Department has the resources it needs to get through this fire season and its aftermath.

Bill Sali Mr. Secretary, the needs of Idaho ranchers will require the fe.deral government and its
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Thank you for your attention to our concerns.
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